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Polebrook, Station 110.

5/42 to 10/42, 97th BG with B-17s. 17/8/42 flew the first 8th AF heavy bomber mission to Rouen marshalling yards. Moved to N. Africa.
15/4/43 to 7/45, 351st BG with B-17s. Flew 311 missions.
7/43 to 9/43, Major Clark Gable filming the documentary 'Combat America'.

Source:

http://www.controltowers.co.uk/P/Polebrook.htm
Founding of the 351st Bombardment Group

On Tuesday Nov. 24, 1942 at Geiger Field just outside Spokane,WA the 351stBG(H) consisting of four air Squadrons was officially formed. At Polebrook, the Rothchild country estate in Northhampshire, the 351st base unit was to be comprised of the 508th, 509th, 510th and 511th Squadrons; each with a complement of 72 B-17s (plus hacks and spares). With aircrew and support personnel the station had an estimated strength of 7,900 personnel.
Dec. 28th 1942: Flying conditions in Washington were unsuitable for a heavy training schedule. After a short stay at Geiger Field the 351st entrained for Biggs Field (El Paso), Texas arriving Jan. 2, 1942 to conduct round-the-clock combat flight training.

The Air Echelon of the 351st BG began to ship overseas on April 1st 1943 transiting through Kearney Air Base, NE.

Officially Station 110 was activated April 15, 1943. B-17s, station hacks and key support personnel were ferried from Pueblo,CO. AAF through Presque Isle & Dow Field in Maine to Gander Lake, Labrador then flown to Prestwick, Scotland and finally on to Polebrook. May 4th 1943 under secret orders Ground Echelon personnel went by troop ship departing from New York on the Queen Elizabeth. The 510th and their brethren were going in harm's way. May 13th the 351st flew its first combat mission but had to abort due to flight element separation.
Source:

http://members.tripod.com/~FutureAdvocate2/351st-BombGroup/351stBGmain.htm
POLEBROOK

On September 1, 1941, Bomber Command formed No. 8 Group with headquarters at Brampton, near Huntingdon, to control squadrons to be formed to fly the American made Fortress and Liberator heavy bombers on several new airfields in the Huntingdon/Northamptonshire area. However, the United States entry into hostilities, and the plan to base a USAAF heavy bomber force in the UK, saw this airfield grouping handed over to the Americans, which led to the disbandment of No. 8 Group in January 1942. Nevertheless, one of the airfields earmarked for the original No. 8 Group did come into operational use during the summer of 1941 for the first Fortresses received by the RAF - Polebrook.

In May 1941, No. 90 Squadron was reformed at Watton under No. 2 Group, then some days later transferred to West Raynham to operate the Fortress I. As this airfield was found unsuitable for the aircraft, its satellite at Great Massingham was used for a few weeks but it was clear the type demanded a smoother and longer take-off run when fully loaded so in June the squadron moved to Polebrook.

Located 3.5 miles east-south-east of Oundle, the airfield was built on Rothchild estate land from August 1940, George Wimpey & Co. Ltd being the main contractor. The concrete runway lengths were 08-26 at 1,280 yards, 14-32 at 1,200 yards and 02-20, 1,116 yards. Thirty square hardstandings, most on the eastern side, were reached by very long access tracks. The weapons store was unusual in that it lay within the perimeter track at the southern end. One Type J and two Type T2 hangars were erected on the technical site outside the northern perimeter with the domestic sites dispersed in woodland beyond. Several of the hardstandings and taxiways were still under construction when the squadron arrived.

No. 90's Fortress Is were used for very high-altitude attacks in daylight, the first operation from Polebrook being flown on July 8, 1941 when three Fortresses were despatched to a target at Wilhelmshaven. Their last raid launched from Polebrook was on September 2, 1941. While in residence No. 90 was then the sole operational squadron assigned to No. 8 Group and, before it was disbanded on February 12, 1942, its remaining aircraft and crews were only involved in experimentation and training. Although two Fortresses were missing from operations conducted from Kinloss, the only loss resulting from a raid flown from Polebrook involved a badly battle-damaged aircraft that crash landed at a south-coast airfield.

With the departure of No. 90 Squadron work was put in hand to extend the runway lengths, increase the number of hardstandings and domestic accommodation for USAAF occupation. The first American units arrived in June 1942, and the station was subsequently occupied by the 97th Bomb Group from July to November 1942 and the 351st Bomb Group from May 1943 to June 1945, both formations being equipped with B-17 Fortresses.

Source: 

http://www.raf.mod.uk/bombercommand/s103.html
This airbase was made with the help of photographs, aerial pictures and a site plan as found in the books of Roger A. Freeman, ‘Airfields of the Eight- Then and Now’ and ‘The Mighty Eight- War Manual’

This add-on was made using FSSC by Derek Leung, Scenery Builder by Luís Sá, ScenegenX by Tom Hiscox and AFCAD2 by Lee Swordy. The macros were made using EOD by Matthias Brückner. Textures were made using Paint Shop Pro and the excellent DXTBmp by Martin Wright. The macros from other people that are used, are the trees, made by Arno Gerretsen and the excellent Jeeps by Al Simms.  The original Afcad was made by Marv Howell aka GZR_Sactargets. The present afcad bears only very little resemblance to the original one. It was only the starting point. It is safe to say I did this one completely myself.
The B-17 macros were made by me using M98toBGL of Trevor de Stigter, from an original plane for CFS made by Roger Lowery. Chuck Lawsen repainted the plane in two versions to depict B-17’s as flown by the 509th and the 511th Squadron, of the 351th Bomb Group.  The statics are put in a seperate BGL file, making it easy to choose wether you want them or not. To help reduce the attack on framerates, 6 of these 9 statics appear from the Normal Setting of the Scenery Density setting onward, three only appear on the Extremely Dense setting.  

Installation

Place the Polebrook folder In the Addon Scenery folder that is located in the main Flight Simulator 9 folder. In the game go to Settings/Scenery library and add the airbase. Exit the game and restart.

Included in the download is a AI traffic BGL file that makes this base come to life. To get this file working, you must do two things. First: place this BGL file in the Flight Simulator 9/scenery/world/scenery folder. Secondly: download and install the four textures for the Wings of Power B-17 made by Chuck Lawsen.

The file is named wop_351st_b17s.zip, available at:  http://www.avsim.com/
The traffic file generates all four planes repainted by Chuck, but these will not be visible at all settings of the air traffic density. Two planes appear at the 60% setting, the two others at the 90% setting.   

This add-on is freeware and has to be treated as such. No money should be asked for it. 

For comments and other reactions: c.donker@wxs.nl
This project is dedicated to all the brave young men that contributed to the effort of getting Europe out of the claws of a dark, perhaps the darkest period in modern history, but this time especially to the men that served at Polebrook, among them the father of Chuck, Lt. Robert L. Lawsen.  

Cees Donker
