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East Common in Melbourne parish, some six miles west of Market Weighton, offered a good site for a satellite landing ground when these were anxiously being sought during 1940 as very little preparation was required to convert the flat area of meadowland east of Foss Dike into an aerodrome. Possibly Melbourne was first considered as a satellite for the new bomber station at Pocklington, just 4.5 miles away, but construction of Pocklington was delayed and Melbourne first came into use for Whitleys from other No. 4 Group stations.

In the autumn of 1941 the airfield was scheduled for enlargement and the laying of hard runways. There was apparently some delay in commencing this work, which was not completed until the following spring. The main runway 06-24 was originally 1,600 yards, the O1-19 1,350 yards and 15-33 1,100 yards, but the 06-24 was increased to 1,900 yards and the 15-33 to 1,400 yards, possibly before the airfield was re-opened. The technical site lay on the north side between runway heads 15 and 24, near Melbourne Lodges. There were two T2 hangars, one on the technical site and another between runway heads 33 and 24. Later, a B1 was erected near the latter, just north of runway head 33. Of the 35 pan hardstandings, one was later used to hold FIDO operating equipment when this facility was installed in late 1943. The dispersed camp sites to the north were able to accommodate 1,901 males and 382 females.

In August 1942, No. 10 Squadron (RAAF) was transferred to Melbourne from Leeming, which was about to be turned over to the new Canadian group, albeit that the airfield still lacked some facilities, which were not completed until well into the winter of 194243. No. 10 was the only bomber squadron to be based at Melbourne and while it was in residence, the squadron lost over 100 Halifaxes in 300 raids. Its last bombing sorties were flown on April 25, 1945.

Many other bombers landed at Melbourne during periods of poor visibility, particularly during the winter of 1944-45 as the FIDO fog dispersal installation was operating from January 1944 along the main runway, Melbourne being the only bomber station in No. 4 Group to be so equipped. Total operational losses from Melbourne amounted to 128 Halifaxes, all from No. 10 Squadron. 

(source: http://www.raf.mod.uk/bombercommand/s61.html )

This add-on was made with the help of photographs, aerial pictures and a site plan published by After the Batttle Magazine.

This add-on was made using FSSC by Derek Leung.  

The macros were made using EOD by Matthias Brückner and FSDS v2 of Abacus. Textures were made using Paint Shop Pro and the excellent DXTBmp  and  BMP2000 by Martin Wright.

The macros from other people that are used, are the trees, made by Gerrish Gray and airfield buildings made by Daniel Hamblin and Gary Burns. You’ll need their British Airfield Buildings v1  to have these airfield buildings show up properly.  You can download this library at:

http://www.simviation.com/fs2004scenery13.htm
The Halifax macro was made by me using M98toBGL of Trevor de Stigter, from an original plane for FS98 made by Keith Clifford. I thank Keith for his kind permission to use the Halifax.
Installation

Place the Melbourne folder In the Scenedb folder that is located in the main CFS2 folder. In the game go to Settings/Scenery library and add the airbase. 

This add-on is freeware, and should never be used for other purposes, i.e. to make money.  

This addon is dedicated to the father of Chris Simmonds aka ChrisS, Arthur Simmonds, who was part of a Halifax crew and thus contributed to our freedom. We’re forever grateful  for this fact. 

Cees Donker
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