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Great Ashfield was built for the USAAF in 1942 and assigned designation Station 138. The first aircraft to land on the station is believed to have been a battle-damaged B-26 Marauder returning from a raid over Holland on 17 May 1943.

385th Bombardment Group (Heavy)
The airfield was opened on 19 June 1943 and was used by the United States Army Air Force Eighth Air Force 385th Bombardment Group (Heavy). The 385th arrived from Great Falls AAF Montana and was assigned to the 93d Combat Bombardment Wing. The group tail code was a "Square-G". It's operational squadrons were:

· 548th Bomb Squadron (GX) 

· 549th Bomb Squadron (XA) 

· 550th Bomb Squadron (SG) 

· 551st Bomb Squadron (HR) 

The group flew B-17 Flying Fortresses as part of the Eighth Air Force's strategic bombing campaign.

The 385th BG operated primarily as a strategic bombardment organization until the war ended, striking such targets as industrial areas, air bases, oil refineries, and communications centers in Germany, France, Poland, Belgium, Holland, and Norway. The group received a Distinguished Unit Citation for bombing an aircraft factory at Regensburg on 17 August 1943 after a long hazardous flight over enemy territory.

The group led the 4th Bomb Wing a great distance through heavy and damaging opposition for the successful bombardment of an aircraft repair plant at Zwickau on 12 May 1944, being awarded another DUC for this performance. Other strategic targets included aircraft factories in Oschersleben and Marienburg, battery works in Stuttgart, airfields in Beauvais and Chartres, oil refineries in Ludwigshafen and Merseburg, and marshalling yards in Munich and Oranienburg.

Sometimes supported ground forces and struck interdictory targets. Attacked coastline defenses in June 1944 in preparation for the Normandy invasion and hit marshalling yards and choke points during the landing on D-Day. Bombed enemy positions in support of ground forces at St Lo in July 1944. Attacked German communications and fortifications during the Battle of the Bulge, Dec 1944-Jan 1945. Bombed troop concentrations and communications centers in Germany and France, Mar-Apr 1945, to assist the final thrust into Germany.

On the 6 March 1944 raid to Berlin (the most costly mission the Eighth ever carried out) the 3rd Division commander, Brigadier General Russell Wilson, took off from Great Ashfield in a radar-equipped B-17 in a leading group of the 385th. All of the 385th aircraft returned safely ... all that is except the one carrying General Wilson which was seen to take several hits from flak setting one engine on fire. Although four of the crew managed to parachute to safety (including Medal of Honor hero First Lieutenant John C. Morgan), eight of the others were killed when the bomber exploded.

After V-E Day, the 385th Bomb Group hauled prisoners of war from Germany to Allied centers and flew food to Holland. The group returned to Sioux Falls AAF South Dakota on 28 August 1945 and was deactivated.

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RAF_Great_Ashfield
This add-on was made using FSSC by Derek Leung, Ground2K4, AFCAD2 by Lee Swordy, SBuilder by  Luís Sá and SceneGenX by Tom Hiscox. The macros were made using EOD by Matthias Brückner. Textures were made using Paint Shop Pro and the excellent DXTBmp by Martin Wright. The macros from other people that are used, are the trees, made by Arno Gerretsen and the excellent Jeeps by Al Simms.
Installation

Place the Great Ashfield folder In the Add-on Scenery folder that is located in the main Flight Simulator 9 folder. In the game go to Settings/Scenery library and add the airbase. Exit the game and restart. 
In order to get the vehicles used on this airfield to show up, you must download and install the vehicles_for_airfields.zip. Download it from here: http://www.fswarbirds.com/index.php?FileType=fs2k4&T=1&page=downloads&Category=scenery
These vehicles can also be installed like any other scenery.
Included in the download is an AI traffic BGL file that makes this base come to life. To get this file working, you must download and install 385th bomb group repaints for the Wings of Power B-17G by Chuck Lawsen, "Lil Audrey" and "Ole Doodle Bug". Two planes appear at 60%, two more planes appear at 90%. These planes will depart every hour.  

Get the repaints at Avsim, Flightsim.com or at the Sim-Outhouse.
You must place the traffic file in the scenery folder of Great Ashfield. Alternatively you can put it in the Flight Simulator 9/scenery/world/scenery folder.
This add-on is freeware and has to be treated as such. No money should be asked for it. Usage of textures included in this package is not allowed. 

For comments and other reactions: c.donker@wxs.nl
This project is dedicated to all the brave young men that contributed to the effort of getting Europe out of the claws of a dark, perhaps the darkest period in modern history.
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